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OPINION 


Obama 
aims for Iran 
nuclear deal 

Once again, the U.S. is 
in talks with Iran over its 
nuclear program. 

The White House, 
collaborating with other 
world leaders, has offered Iran what President 
Obama called an “extraordinarily reasonable 
deal.” Negotiations on the Joint Plan of Action 
continue as the P5+1 nations work with Iran. 
-PAGE 3 



ENTERTAINMENT 


“Divergent” 
sequel 
“Insurgent” 
hits theaters 

When a futuristic movie 
followed the challenges 
of an abnormal lead 
character, “Insurgent” was sure to please 
viewers when it debuted. Having starred in 
the hit movie “The Fault in Our Stars” from 
last summer, Shailene Woodley was predicted 
to bring in a bigger audience for the sequel of 
the futuristically set teen movie. 

- PAGE 5 



FEATURES 


Students 
act in “The 
Free State of 
Jones” 

Most people only 
fantasize to meet a 
celebrity, but two JCJC 
students got to fulfill that dream, and take it 
one step forward and work alongside them. 
JCJC students Andrew Adams and William 
Folkes were cast as extras in “The Free State of 
Jones” film, starring Matthew McConaughey, 
about the notorious Newt Knight and his 
rebellion against the Confederacy. 

-PAGE 4 



SPORTS 


Lady Bobcats 
sweep visiting 
rivals Pearl 
River Wildcats 

The Lady Bobcats hosted 
the Pearl River Wildcats 
and just as theJCJC 
softball team has done so many times before 
this season, they dominated the field. JCJC 
struck early in the first inning and never gave 
Pearl River a chance to take the lead in game 
one of the double header. Kalyn Watts led the 
first inning off with a single. 

- PAGE 6 

Bobcat Search! 

Hidden somewhere in the 
paper is this Bobcat. When 
you find it, take a picture 
and post it as a reply on our 
Bobcat Press Facebook post 
and win a t-shirt! 
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Intoxicating Lifestyle 


Laws, health consequences impede 
college alcohol experimentation 




Hailey Ishee 

FEATURES EDITOR 

Alcohol consumption plays a large 
role on college campuses. According to 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism, approximately 80 
percent of students experiment with 
drinking alcohol in college, and some 
of those students have a tendency to 
binge drink alcohol in unhealthy and 
excessive amounts. There are some 
students who leave college with both a 
degree and an alcohol addiction. 

The effects of alcohol can range 
from slight impairment to memory 
loss, unconsciousness, effects in 
speech and action and in some cases, 
even hospitalization. Due to alcohol’s 
unpredictable reaction on a person’s 
body, students should understand what 
they are considering when deciding to 


take a drink. 

Many colleges experience their fair 
share of drinking, especially at social 
events, but there are some schools that 
are known for “partying.” According 
to CollegeAtlas.org, the top party 


school in the United States in 2015 is 
Syracurse University in New York. This 
ranking was determined after a survey 
asked students questions in correlation 


see LIFESTYLE page 8 



JCJC students high five an athlete during the Area 17 Special Olympics, held on the 
college’s football field. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Special Olympics 
brings smiles, fun 

Wes Herring 

STAFF WRITER 


On March 27, Jones County Junior 
College hosted the 2015 Area 17 Special 
Olympic games. Participating athletes 
and volunteers came from Covington, 
Jefferson Davis, Wayne, Jasper and 
Jones counties and represented 
various schools, community homes and 
industries. 

JCJC students representing different 
clubs and organizations were among the 
games’ volunteers. 

“This event was very rewarding 
because I was able to help others,” 


said freshman PTK member Madison 
Smith. “The smiles on their faces put a 
smile on mine.” 

The games kicked off with the opening 
ceremonies at 9:30 a.m., which included a 
parade of the participants representing 
their groups. Following the parade, 
select athletes carried the national 
and Special Olympic flags along with 
the Olympic torch to the 50-yard line. 
The JCJC Voices then sang the national 
anthem, and the ceremonies closed 
with encouraging words to the athletes 
from three accomplished Mississippi 

see OLYMPICS page 12 


Sophs 
present 
art show 

Marianna Lunsford 

STAFF WRITER 

The Jones County Junior College 
Sophomore Art Show is scheduled 
for April 13 - May 8 in the Eula 
Bass Lewis Gallery of the Visual 
Arts Building. There will be an 
opening reception April 14 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m., and everyone is 
invited. 

Sophomore art majors will 
feature artwork such as acrylic 
and oil paintings; ink, graphite and 
charcoal drawings; 2-D designs; 
and even ceramic pottery. 

Harley Perdue will show several 
types of art including ceramics, 
paintings, drawings and 2-D 
design projects. Perdue said she 
feels that all of the art teachers 
at JCJC have thoroughly prepared 
her to continue her degree in 
graphic design at the University 
of Southern Mississippi. 

“I think all the art teachers at 
JCJC are very different from one 
another,” said Perdue. “They have 
given assignments that forced me 
to think in a different way and 
I have definitely benefited from 
them.” 

Cassie Ezzell, another 
sophomore art major, will feature 


see ART page 12 
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United Blood Services holds 
its final drive this semester 



JCJC sophomore Sarah Bryant donates blood during the campus spring drive. United Blood Services nurse Britny Holmes 
oversees the donation. Bryant is currently enrolled in JCJC’s nursing program. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Wes Herring 

STAFF WRITER 

Nearly 300 students and 
faculty members came to 
donate blood at the annual 
Jones County Junior 
College spring blood 
drive held March 23-25. 

All participants received 
a free T-shirt and were 
entered into an hourly 
door prize drawing with 
a grand prize of a $25 
Bobcat Bucks gift card. 
This blood drive is held 
in order to collect blood 
for local hospitals and 
blood banks to be used 
in transfusions for patients 
in critical condition and in 
need of blood. 

JCJC has participated in 
this blood drive for the past 
35 years with the three- 
day event occurring the 
past 15 years. With such 
a successful history, the 
United Blood Systems 
relies heavily on JCJC for 
Mississippi blood 

donations. According to 
UBS, JCJC is one of the 
largest contributors of 
blood in the state, and 
the blood collected 


here helps hundreds of 
people within the state 
every year. 

The need for blood 
this year was especially 


evident. The amount 
of blood on hand for 
transfusions was unusually 
low while the patient 
usage was above average. 


The patient usage for 0+ 
blood was 8 percent above 
average and the usage for 
all negative blood types 
was 7 percent above 


average. With a higher- 
than-average demand 
during a shortage, the 
status for these blood 
types were termed critical 


need. 

The UBS collected 272 
units of blood from the 
spring blood drive, just 
shy of their 300-unit goal. 
Out of the 290 donors that 
participated, 49 were first¬ 
time donors. 

“It’s awesome that we 
were able to get so many 
first-time donors,” said 
UBS member Beverly 
Clark. “These donors 
probably would not have 
donated if we were not 
there on campus for the 
convenience of donating.” 

The contribution of 
JCJC’s students and 
faculty helped alleviate 
the shortage and allowed 
donors to experience 
a sense of pride and 
accomplishment. 

Freshman Geneva Catlett 
said, “It was my first time 
giving blood, and I really 
enjoyed the experience. 
The phlebotomist was 
really nice and helped me 
to feel relaxed during the 
whole process.” 

The UBS will be back 
on the JCJC campus 
Wednesday June 10 for the 
summer blood drive. 


Spring Recital Series 
held throughout April 


Mary Kathryn Landrum 

STAFF WRITER 

Over the course of this 
month, Jones County 
Junior College will continue 
to host a series of recitals 
featuring a different duo, 
trio or quartet of musicians 
from around the country. 

All of the recitals will be 
held in the Foote Chapel 
on Fridays in April at 12:30 
p.m. Attendance for the 
concerts will be open to 
the public, and admission 
is free to all. 

The first performance in 
the series was held on April 
10. This recital featured 
Duo Cintemani, Rachel 
Ciraldo on flute and her 
husband Nicholas Ciraldo 
on guitar. 

The second recital will 
be held on April 17. It will 
feature tenor vocalist 
Jonathan Yarrington and 
pianist Lois Leventhal. 
They will present “Love 
Hurts - Love and Loss in 


19th and 20th Century 
Art Song,” featuring songs 
by Schubert, Duparc and 
Jananek. Now the assistant 
professor of voice at USM, 
Yarrington has enjoyed 
an incredibly successful 
career as a singer and actor 
all across the country. 
Leventhal has performed in 
solo and chamber settings 
across the United States 
and is now a professor of 
music at USM. 

The third recital is 
scheduled for April 24. 
This concert will feature 
The Impromptu Piano 
Quartet with Stephen 
Redfield on violin, Hsiaopei 
Lee on viola, Alexander 
Russakovsky on cello 
and Theresa Sanchez on 
piano. Their program is 
entitled “Youthful Genius: 
Music of Beethoven and 
Brahms.” The quartet has 
been together since 2006. 
Redfield has been the violin 


see RECITAL page 11 



Stephen Redfield, Hsiaopei Lee, Alexander Russakovsky 
and Theresa Sanchez will perform April 24 as part of the 
Spring Recital Series. Sanchez (pianist) is an instructor at 
JCJC. Photo submitted 


PTK places at regionals 


Jessica Moore 

STAFF WRITER 

Phi Theta Kappa at Jones 
County Junior College 
traveled to Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana and brought 
home several awards from 
their annual Mississippi 
Louisiana Regional 

Conference held at 
Louisiana State University 
March 3. 

While waiting for 
sessions to start, colleges 
including Mississippi 
State University, Ole Miss, 
LSU and several private 
colleges held a college 
fair where they shared 
scholarship and academic 
opportunities. During 
the opening ceremony, 
addresses were given by 
several Louisiana State 
University faculty sharing 


the many opportunities 
LSU has to offer. 

On day two of the 
conference, Rho Sigma 
received 1st for their “Be a 
Hero: Save Lives!” project 
for the category Honors 
in Action Theme 7. They 
placed 7th overall in the 
Mississippi/Louisiana 
region and 7th in the 
region for Honors in Action 
concerning all themes. 
They also received runner 
up for Distinguished 
Chapter Officer Team. 

JCJC freshman Ethan 
Davis, who attended his 
first Phi Theta Kappa 
function, said, “I was 
unbelievably impressed 
with all of the awards we 
won. There were hundreds 
of people there, and we 
came out in the top 10. I 
had never been to a PTK 


convention before, so it 
was interesting to see the 
service projects clubs had 
undertaken this year.” 

With more than 200 
Phi Theta Kappa members 
in attendance, at least 
one member from each 
chapter was chosen to 
receive the Order of the 
Golden Key award. Marie 
Shirley, PTK president, 
was chosen to receive 
this award based on her 
dedication to Rho Sigma 
to officiate meetings and 
keep things in order. Sarah 
Ishee, a first year Phi Theta 
Kappa Advisor said she has 
enjoyed her year. 

“We were so excited to 
bring home four awards 
in my first year as an 
advisor,” said Ishee. “It was 
thrilling to see all the hard 
work that our officers and 


members have put into 
PTK this year pay off.” 

Their hard work will 
continue as they have 
just finished their first 
color run and will ready 
their organ donor drive. 
Phi Theta Kappa is 
encouraging those who 
are not organ donors to 
become a donor and learn 
more about how they can 
possibly save lives. They 
hope to partner with 
Wesley, BSU and other 
organizations to reach 
out to as many people 
as possible. With the 
success of PTK her first 
year as an advisor, Ishee 
is hopeful for next year. 

“I am looking forward 
to see how far our new 
group of officers and 
members take us next 
year.” 


Sophomores 
prepare for 
graduation 


Mary Kathryn Landrum 

STAFF WRITER 

In just a few short weeks, 
JCJC students who have 
completed the proper 
requirements will have the 
opportunity to graduate. 

For many students, 
coming to Jones is 
a decision they will 
appreciate for the rest of 
their lives. 

Graduating freshman 
Emily Batley said, “Jones 
has prepared me for senior 
college. I am very glad I 
chose to come to Jones 
because I feel secure in 
my major, confident in my 
education and prepared for 
the next level of education. 
Not only have I received a 
great education, but I have 
also made many friends 
and formed relationships I 
will never forget.” 

Other students are 
grateful for the gradual 
adjustment from high 
school to a college 
atmosphere that JCJC 
offers. 

“Jones is a really good 
transition coming straight 
out of high school,” said 
graduating sophomore 
Dustin Scarborough. 
“It doesn’t overwhelm 


you with the complete 
university feel, but gives 
you a good taste of what a 
four-year college is going 
to be like. It definitely 
prepares you for whatever 
comes next.” 

In order to graduate, 
a student must maintain 
a grade point average of 
at least 2.0 and complete 
62 hours in the following 
areas to graduate: 
orientation, English Comp 
I and II, college algebra 
and one higher math, two 
lab-based science classes, 
two humanities classes, 
one fine arts class and 
two social sciences. The 
remaining 25 hours after 
taking these core classes 
can be fulfilled by any 
other elective. The full list 
of eligible classes can be 
found on the JCJC website. 

According to Kacie 
Minnix in the Registrar’s 
Office, “Once the semester 
is over and all grades are 
posted, the Registrar’s 
Office reviews each 
transcript and degrees are 
posted appropriately. The 
diplomas are mailed out 
within 2-4 weeks after the 
end of the semester.” 


see GRADUATION page 11 



JCJC employees Shelby Enright and Michelle Shearer 
unpack graduation gowns and caps as the day of the event 
nears. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 
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Editorial 

In response to President Obama’s efforts to secure a deal 
with Iran over its nuclear program, 47 Republican senators 
sent a letter on March 9 addressed to the leaders of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. This open letter urged the Iranian 
leadership to steer clear of a deal with the United States. 

While its is true that we do not necessarily support the 
Joint Plan of Action, the senators’ behavior is unacceptable 
for a number of reasons. 

For starters, the letter’s pioneer is Sen. Tom Cotton of 
Arkansas. Cotton lacks experience, having only been in 
the Senate for a few months now. Secondly, some of the 
signing members were rushing off of the Senate floor. 
John McCain even admitted to just barely glancing at the 
letter before branding it with his signature. Thirdly, there 
was no debate over the matter. These Republicans simply 
rallied together behind a hastily written letter knowing 
only it was counter to President Obama’s intentions. 

Which brings us to the last, and most important, reason. 
This political move makes America look weak. Iranian 
leaders can easily see how divided our nation is when its 
Senate is attempting to directly undermine its national 
leader. 

Admittedly, President Obama neglected the Senate 
during his efforts, prompting the Republican response. 
Their response, however, was poorly executed. Instead of 
ignoring the problem of balance of powers that is evident 
here, why not inform American citizens? 

Rather than making a case to Iran, Cotton and his co¬ 
signers should address the American people. It is not their 
place to try and conduct foreign policy, especially in such 
a feeble manner. 

If they have a problem with President Obama, which 
they clearly and unsurprisingly do, the Republican party 
should seek more effective and appropriate methods of 
addressing the issues they have. 


Freedom laws 
may breed hate 


IanYelverton 

STAFF WRITER 

Religion has many 
positives, and it’s best at 
bringing people together, 
whether for fun or during 
times of crisis. However, 
religion, mostly due to 
those who practice it, has 
a dark side. Members 
within a particular 
religion oftentimes do not 
look kindly upon those 
who disagree with that 
particular faith or act in 
ways that they perceive as 
“sinful.” 

At times, religious 
followers will act out 
against the people or 
things contradicting their 
faith. Religion has been 
used to justify innumerable 
tragedies throughout 
human history, and the 
same is done to this day 
throughout the world. 

Within the U.S., there 
are laws in place that allow 
for an individual to freely 
practice their religion of 
choice, as long as those 
practices do not interfere 
with the rights of others 
or with additional laws. In 


this country, some wish to 
subvert that legislation, 
which they believe is 
acceptable because their 
actions are in the name of 
a god. 

Indiana, among other 
states, has signed into law 
their so-called “religious 
freedom” bill. This new 
law allows businesses to 
discriminate against those 
who violate tenets of their 
faith. What this means is 
anyone who happens to be 
homosexual can be turned 
away and the owners/ 
workers can cite their 
religion as the reason for 
their actions with little to 
no legal penalties. 

This “religious freedom” 
law has, in essence, 
renewed what can be seen 
as legalized discrimination. 
This is a conversation that 
should have ended in the 
1960s with the Civil Rights 
Movement. Unfortunately, 
humans are bound by their 
nature, doomed to hate and 
scorn anything or anyone 
different from the herd. 

The fact that laws like 


see RELIGION page 7 
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Obama aims for Iran nuclear deal 


Chance Clark 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

Once again, the U.S. is 
in talks with Iran over its 
nuclear program. 

The White House, 
collaborating with other 
world leaders, has offered 
Iran what President Obama 
called an “extraordinarily 
reasonable deal.” 

Negotiations on the Joint 
Plan of Action continue as 
the United States, United 


Kingdom, France, Russia, 
China and Germany 
(commonly referred to 
as the P5+1 nations) work 
with Iran in an attempt to 
finally resolve the long- 
lasting dispute over its 
nuclear program. 

If an agreement is 
made, Iran will promise 
to cease its production of 
near-20 percent enriched 
uranium, safely do away 
with half of its stockpiled 
uranium and refrain from 


any further construction 
of enrichment facilities. 
In exchange, the P5+1 
and European Union 
promise to lift many of the 
sanctions placed on Iran’s 
imports and exports. 

The Joint Plan of Action 
has been subject to 
great opposition. A letter 
pioneered by Sen. Tom 
Cotton of Arkansas, signed 
by 47 Republicans and sent 
to the Iranian leadership 
directly challenges this 


deal, and rightly so. 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel also 
addressed Congress on 
the issue, saying that the 
terms currently listed 
would make for a “bad 
deal.” Since 2006, the 
dispute over Iran’s nuclear 
program has on numerous 
occasions called for 
action. The sanctions on 
its imports and exports are 

see IRAN page 10 


Foreign adoptions face extra hurdles, scrutiny 


Cody Courtney 

STAFF WRITER 

In 2004 nearly 30,000 
foreign adoptions 

were completed in the 
United States. However, 
that number dropped 
drastically to 7,092 in 2012. 
Although the number of 
foreign adoptions has 
decreased, there is much 
controversy surrounding 
the practice. 


There is one major 
problem Americans 

who are against foreign 
adoptions state. The 
problem is the growing 
number of children in 
U.S. group homes. When 
families adopt children 
from foreign countries, 
others feel like these 
couples should adopt here 
at home. 

The unfortunate truth is 
that over 51,000 children 


were adopted from the 
United States in 2011, but 
there are still over 100,000 
children left to be adopted. 

So why do couples adopt 
from afar? The process is 
easier, cheaper, and faster 
in America. On average 
a foreign adoption costs 
nearly $50,000 in travel 
expenses and legal fees. 
The stigmas that surround 
adoptions include the 
idea that adopting a child 


could take years. While the 
process may seem tedious, 
American adoption usually 
takes a year or less. 

When couples choose 
to adopt from another 
country, they have 
considered all the options, 
choices and expenses. 

Other factors that steer 
couples toward adopting 
foreign children is the 

see ADOPTION page 7 


Political campaign funding in question 


Chance Clark 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

Across the nation, 
Americans are gearing up 
for the 2016 presidential 
election. 

Committees will be 
formed, speeches will 
be given and votes will 
be cast. Politicians will 
test the waters before 
declaring their intentions 
to run for president. Both 
parties will inevitably 


rally behind its champion, 
whoever that may be. 
Though Democrats and 
Republicans alike will 
platform for very different 
ideals, one thing is 
constant across the board. 
Both parties need funding. 

Running for president 
is costly to say the least. 
Looking back at the 2012 
presidential election, both 
Obama and Romney spent 
over $1 billion in campaign 
funding. Committees 


serve to raise these funds, 
though anyone can donate. 

However, the Federal 
Election Commission 
(FEC) limits how much an 
individual can donate. For 
instance, in the 2015-2016 
period, a person can only 
donate $2700 throughout 
the entire primary 
campaign period. Even in 
the face of this limitation, 
politicians circumvent the 
law. 

So far, only Ted Cruz 


officially announced his 
campaign for presidency. 
However, he is not the only 
one “testing the waters” 
for the upcoming election. 
Hillary Clinton reportedly 
formed a committee in 
preparation for 2016. Jeb 
Bush set up a traditional 
political action committee 
(PAC) that has already 
donated considerably. 
Scott Walker also formed a 


see CAMPAIGN page 7 


Ole Miss example of the power of voice 


IanYelverton 

STAFF WRITER 

Possessing a voice may 
just be the most important 
gift people enjoy. Words 
are power. 

With words, people 
may spread the winds of 
change. While the “if it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it” 
approach works from 
time-to-time, keeping 
a backwards-thinking 


outlook can only lead to 
misfortune. Progressivism 
is not the evil some 
believe. If anything, it is 
simply finding new ways 
of thinking. 

This begins with 
allowing people a voice 
and the means to ensure 
it is heard. The recent 
event relating to Ole Miss 
Chancellor Dan Jones 
recently having a run-in 
with the Institutions of 


Higher Learning board is 
a perfect example. The 
board decided not to 
renew Jones’ contract 
as chancellor of the 
university. Shortly 

afterward, alumni, 

faculty and students 
rallied behind Jones, 
urging the IHL board to 
reconsider the initial 
decision. Each group 
cited positives, including 
test scores, fund-raising 


and enrollment under Dr. 
Jones’ leadership. 

Whether or not Jones’ 
contract is renewed 
remains to be seen. 
However, the support 
garnered behind him sets 
an astounding precedent. 
This occurrence has 
shown that within schools, 
students and faculty aren’t 
just mannequins going 
about their day. They are 

see VOICE page 11 
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Students act in 'The Free State of Jones' 


Bethany Smith 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

Most people only 
fantasize to meet a 
celebrity, but two JCJC 
students got to fulfill that 
dream, and take it one 
step forward and work 
alongside them. 

JCJC students Andrew 
Adams and William Folkes 
were cast as extras in 
“The Free State of Jones” 
film starring Matthew 
McConaughey. Set during 
the Civil War, “The Free 
State of Jones” is a film about 
the notorious Newt Knight 
and his rebellion against 
the Confederacy. The film 
has high expectations 
with a $65 million budget. 
Director Gary Ross, 
recently successful with 


his friend Adams applied 
to be extras in “The Free 
State of Jones.” Out of the 
2,000+ people who applied, 
the men were two of the 
140 extras cast. Casting 
was based on physical 
appearance, and they had 
the looks to score the role 
as Confederate Lieutenant. 
This past fall they drove 
to Bush County, Louisiana 
five times to film for up 
to 12 hours per day. Their 
time on set was on the 
battlefield, spending most 
of their time in trenches or 
valleys. 

“We basically ran up and 
down hills and walked in 
trenches about a thousand 
times, with the occasional 
special effect explosion 

“The Hunger Games,” is this film for years. experience as an extra in going off,” Adams said, 

said to have been preparing With a little prior “Pitch Perfect 2,” Folkes and Both had the opportunity 



William Folkes and Andrew Adams reenact characters they played in the upcoming movie 
“The Free State of Jones.” Photo by Anna Beth FIouston 


to meet and casually chat 
with the director and 
McConaughy. McConaughy 
wasn’t in a very sociable 
mood, focusing very deeply 
on his character, according 
to the JCJC students. 

“Gary Ross actually spoke 
highly of Mississippi when 
we interacted. He said the 
people are nice and it’s a 
very peaceful place to be,” 
Folkes said. “He’s even close 
friends with a few teachers 
here at Jones and was just a 
generally interesting man.” 

Filming was intended 
to take place around this 
area but was taken to rural 
Louisiana for tax purposes. 
McConaughy was even 
seen sightseeing in the 
Laurel/Ellisville area a few 


see EXTRAS page 7 7 


Embarrassing 

impressions 



Minor 

Mishaps 

by Christian 
Miller 


Growing up I was always 
taughtthatfirstimpressions 
are everything. That meant 
dressing appropriately, 
having manners and being 
the best person I can 
possibly be. However, over 
the course of my life I have 
made a few less than stellar 
first impressions. 

Probably the most 
unsavory of all my doomed 
first impressions was the 
time my family went to 
the zoo. As we made our 
way through the exhibits, 
we came to the jaguars. 
Being the feline fan I am, 
I got as close as possible 
to the cage in hopes that 
maybe the big cat would 
do something awesome. 
What the cat did was the 
completely opposite of 
awesome to everybody but 


my younger sister. 

Just as I was about 
to move on to the next 
exhibit, the cat turns his 
back to the on lookers and 
completely sprays me with 
his mighty scent. Initially, 
I was in shock, but I soon 
realized the gravity of what 
had just happened and 
began bawling my 11-year- 
old eyes out. Fortunately, I 
wear glasses and my mouth 
was closed, so nothing life 
threatening took place; 
however, I’ll always be the 
girl who got sprayed by 
the big cat to onlookers, 
zoo keeper, and anybody 
else who happened to be 
watching. 

Another more 

embarrassing first 

impression happened 
while eating at my family’s 
favorite Chinese buffet. I 
was sporting my favorite 
pair of holey jeans and 
thinking I was probably the 
coolest middle schooler 

see IMPRESS page 10 


Gamers control the 
night at LAN party 


H at ley Ishee 
FEATURES EDITOR 

The computers are 
powered on and connected 
to the main server. Fellow 
gamers are logged in and 
have their equipment set 
up ready to battle against 
each other. The games and 
tournaments have been set 
and matched at the Jones 
County Junior College 
fourth annual LAN party 
hosted by the Information 
Systems Technology (1ST) 
department. 

LAN, short for local area 
network, is a network 
where multiple computers 
can connect on a single 
server. For JCJC’s event, 
the 1ST department used 
a five 48-switch-port set 


up that could connect 
approximately 1,000 

computers at a time. People 
could either bring their 
own personal computers to 
the LAN party or use some 
of the desktops provided 
by the 1ST department. 
There was also two Wii U 
consoles set up for causal 
gaming and later used to 
host the Super Smash Bros 
tournament. 

Mitch Dubose, 1ST 
instructor, said, “It 
promotes our department, 
students in the workforce 
and gives them experience.” 

About 75 people 
attended the LAN party, 
and this included current 
JC students, former JC 

see LAN page 12 



JCJC student Jordan Sanders and JCJC alumnus Corey Wade 
are gaming on their personal computers at the JCJC LAN 
party. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Future 2050 holds many expectations 


Alyssa Scott 

STAFF WRITER 

As of Jan. 1, the year 2050 
is closer than the year 1978. 
While nobody can say for 
sure what human triumphs 
or catastrophes await 
everyone mid-century, 
that does not stop people 
from guessing. Dwelling 
on the future can be 
frightening, but everyone 
still has speculations. 

Population growth, 
climatic changes and 
lesser natural resources 
can certainly give rise 
to new challenges for 
humans in the future. 
However, there is always 
room for optimism when 
considering the recent 
developments and shifts 
in science and technology 
over the years. In any 
case, 2050 is the year for 


predictions. 

Not all predictions are 
necessarily apocalyptic. 
Biology major Sarah 
Richard, who will be 54 
years old in 2050, has 
high expectations for 
the future, especially in 
America. 

“I hope that we at least 
have a better government 
system, one where every 
life is equal,” Richard said. 
“We’ve also seen a drastic 
change in technology 
already. I believe it will 
develop even quicker over 
time and hopefully people 
will use it to aid others and 
make life easier.” 

Over the last 25 years, 
technology information 
has become excessively 
better. It has been 
speculated that computers 


see FUTURE page 7 



Top: 1969 yearbook picture of a JCJC college classroom 
during lecture. Bottom: 2015 JCJC classroom taking notes 
in Music Theory II. Bottom photo by Anna Beth Houston 


College students sign up for Disney 


Marianna Lunsford 
STAFF WRITER 

Several Jones County 
Junior College students 


have been accepted 
into the Disney College 
Program and are enjoying 
being part of the magic of 
Disney. 


Disney interns can take 
on roles as characters, 
custodians, main entrance 
operators, housekeepers 
or quick service workers 
as they work in the “most 
magical place on Earth.” 

Bridgett Byrd, a JCJC 
sophomore pursuing a 
degree in elementary 
education, is currently 
interning at the Walt 
Disney World Resort in 
Orlando, Fla. Byrd works 
at Restaurantosaurus 
in Dinoland, which is 
considered to be one of 
the busiest quick-service 
restaurants in Animal 
Kingdom. 

“It has been one of the 
most exciting experiences 
of my life,” Byrd said. 
“There are endless 
opportunities, and I’ve 
only barely scratched the 
surface in the two months 
I’ve been here.” 

The application process 


begins just like any normal 
job application. Applicants 
are then provided a list of 
20 possible roles with job 
descriptions, where they 
can express their interest 
by ranking them from 
highest to lowest. If the 
application is chosen from 
this stage, the next step is 
an online interview, where 
the applicant is judged 
based on personality. 

If chosen from the web 
interview, applicants then 
complete a telephone 
interview, where they 
discuss in detail the roles 
they are most interested 
in. Roles are distributed 
based on the applicant’s 
previous work experience 
and the telephone 
interview. 

Although she was not 
placed in a position related 
to her major, Byrd’s leader 


see DISNEY page 10 



Bridgett Byrd, a JCJC sophomore, explores Epcot with 
her roommate Elizabeth Prusa during her Disney College 
internship at Disney World. Photo submitted by Bridgett Byrd 


Helicopter parents hinder student responsibility 


Mary Kathryn Landrum 

STAFF WRITER 

College students 

everywhere are plagued by 
difficulties: what classes 
to take, which major to 
pick, what extracurricular 
activities to do, but while 
some face these problems 
alone, others have these 
problems solved for them 
by helicopter parents. 

Wikipedia defines a 
helicopter parent as one 
who pays extremely close 
attention to their children’s 
experiences or problems, 


especially involving 

educational institutions. 
They are labeled as 
helicopter parents 

because they are often 
described as hovering over 
their children. While some 
college students believe 
that a parent should have 
no influence on a student’s 
decisions, others want a 
parent to do all the work 
for them. 

One freshman, who 
wished to remain 
anonymous, said, “I wish 
my parents would just 

see PARENTS page 10 



JCJC music theatre student Harlan Mapp poses as a 
helicopter parent and Tanner Crabtree as his son in this 
photo illustration. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 
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Insurgent, Divergent sequel, hits cinemas 


By Cody Courtney 

STAFF WRITER 

When a futuristic movie 
followed the challenges of 
an abnormal lead character, 
“Insurgent” was sure to 
please viewers when it 
debuted. Having starred in 
the hit movie “The Fault 
in Our Stars” from last 
summer, Shailene Woodley 
was predicted to bring in 
a bigger audience for the 
sequel of the futuristically 
set teen movie. 

Woodley plays the lead as 
Tris alongside Theo James 
as Four. Also starring in the 
movie are actors such as 
Kate Winslet, Ansel Elgort, 


Miles Teller, Naomi Watts 
and Jai Courtney. 

With her newfound 
identity as Divergent, Tris 
must now try to keep her 
society held together. 
One of the five factions, 
Erudites, has started a 
plot to take control of the 
apocalyptic Chicago and 
destroy anyone who is 
found to be Divergent. Tris 
and Four, her love interest, 
must go through trials 
and countless objectives 
to fight the war started by 
Jeanine, the leader of the 
Erudites. Throughout the 
film, both Tris and Four 
discover secrets of the 
society’s untimely past and 


its unknown future. 

Out of the $52 million in 
opening weekend revenue, 
$47 million came from 
overseas. The foreign 
countries are providing 
the series with the push to 
keep it alive and produced. 
However, the series has 
lost the interest of so many 
enthused teens that were 
disappointed by the first 
“Divergent” movie. 

What is the reason 
behind the sudden loss 
of interest in dystopian 
movies? There are so many 
different films with near 
identical plots. With each 

see INSURGENT page 7 
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Purity Ring does it again 
with ‘Another Eternity’ 



MUSIC 

MATTERS 

by Marianna 

Lunsford 


Released on Feb. 27, 
“Another Eternity” is the 
sophomore studio album 
of the Canadian electronic, 
dream pop duo, Purity 
Ring. The band is made up 
of vocalist Megan James 
and instrumentalist Corin 
Roddick. 

The album’s first single, 
“Push Pull,” debuted on 
Dec. 3 and was shortly 
followed by its second 
single, “Begin Again,” 
which was released on 


Jan. 13. The album’s third 
single, “Bodyache,” was 
released on Feb. 26 after 
the duo’s instrumentalist 
played it on Jan. 23 during 
a “Pitchfork Radio” DJ set. 

The overall critical 
reception of “Another 
Eternity” was widely 
favorable. Ian Cohen with 
“Pitchfork” magazine 
stated, “If the lower-case 
stylization of Another 
Eternity’ and its song titles 
seems overly precious, 
at least it’s congruent 
with James’ distinct vocal 
approach. She works 
something like an origami 

see ETERNITY page 11 



Harper Lee to release 
new book 50 years later 


By Marianna Lunsford 

STAFF WRITER 

At 88 years old, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author 
Harper Lee plans to release 
a “new” novel 55 years after 
“To Kill a Mockingbird.” The 
novel is set to release July 
14, just in time for a warm, 
summertime read. 

Although it is said to be 
a sequel to the classic “To 


Kill a Mockingbird,” Lee’s 
“Go Set a Watchman,” was 
actually written in the 
mid 1950’s, well before the 
bestseller. 

When Lee originally 
went to her editor with “Go 
Set a Watchman,” she was 
turned down and told to 
write a separate novel from 
a younger perspective 

see HARPER page 10 



'Bloodborne' is a worthy successor 



GAME 

GURU 

by Ian 

Yelverton 


Over the course of five 
years, developer From 
Software released a series 
of games praised for 
their difficulty at a time 
when games were seen 
as becoming increasingly 
easy. 

After “Demon Souls,” 
“Dark Souls” and “Dark 
Souls II,” From Software 
has graced the PlayStation 
4 with its first worthy 
exclusive title since 
the console launched. 
“Bloodborne” is the 
spiritual successor to the 
“Souls” games. 

Unlike the “Souls” 
games, “Bloodborne” is 
not set in a dark fantasy 
realm. Instead, it opts 
to drop players into a 



world similar to Victorian 
England, but filled to the 
brim with Lovecraftian 
horror and suspense. 
Gone are the legions 
of the dead, replaced 
with werewolves, insane 
humans and many other 
monsters straight from 
nightmares. 

To combat these new 
ghastly forces, the player 
can no longer sit idly 
behind the safety of a 
shield while waiting for 
potential openings to 
attack. Enemies will 
quickly teach players the 
error of this thinking by 
granting them a quick 
death and a slow revival. 
Players are forced to 
engage with offense, 
constantly staying on the 
move while delivering 
swift attacks. 

Like most role-playing 
games, exploration is 

see BLOODBORNE page 7 


'While We're Young' is a charming comedy 



THINK 

BRUH 

by Bethany 

Smith 


“While We’re Young” is 
the latest film by up-and- 
coming director Noah 
Baumbach. Premiering in 
select theatres on March 
23, the film received many 
critics’ praise. 

The film stars Naomi 
Watts and Ben Stiller, who 


play a forty-something 
married couple, Josh and 
Cornelia. After going 
through several struggles 
and losing their ambition 
and youthful energy, 
they begin to lose touch 
with their peers. After 
befriending a “hipster” 
couple in their 20’s, their 
worlds collide. The young 
couple seems to give a 
spark to Josh and Cornelia. 

While they feel inspired 
by the young couple’s 
energy, problems arise and 


their friendship goes up in 
the air. 

This film is a well done 
comedy but also neatly 
brings up serious topics, 
like the couple’s inability 
to have children, broken 
relationships and what 
success and satisfaction 
with what life really means. 

“While We’re Young” 
is basically about the 
older generation’s human 
inclination to be threatened 
by the younger generation. 
It tells a gripping story of 


middle age insecurity and 
younger energy colliding. 
Stiller was revered for his 
excellent performance and 
perfect portrayal of his 
character. Baumbach has 
definitely done well with 
his latest film, and many 
say it may be his best one 
yet. This movie is definitely 
enjoyable with easy laughs 
and tense moments, and 
interesting and diverse 
characters pulling viewers’ 
interest deeper into the 
plot. 



Events in Hattiesburg 


April 18 - Brookstock @ FLK’s 
Music Park, 2 p.m. 

April 18 - Downtown Crawfish 
Jam 2015 @ Waltham Park, 10 
p.m. 

April 18 - Brass-a-holics @ 
Brewsky’s, 10 p.m. 

April 24 - 17th Floor @ 

Brewsky’s, 10 p.m. 

April 24 - Jason Turner Band @ 


Conestogo Steak House, 10 p.m. 

April 25 - Dragonfly Festival & 
5K @ Bellegrass 
Community, 8 a.m. 

April 25 - AFROMAN @ Boom 
Boom Room, 10 p.m. 

April 26 - Lucero, Young Valley 
@ Brewsky’s, 8 p.m. 

April 27 - Maid Myriad, The 
Fine Constant @ The Tavern 


April 30 - Allen Gibson Man @ 
Vicki’s on Walnut 
April 30 - DJ AD, T Prince @ 
Dollar Box Showroom, 9 p.m. 

May 1 - Hellbent @ The Tavern, 
8 p.m. 

May 7-10 - Jesus Christ 

Superstar @ Saenger Theatre, 
7:30 p.m. 
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Lady Bobcats sweep rival Pearl River 


Dalton Middleton 

SPORTS EDITOR 

The Lady Bobcats hosted 
the Pearl River Wildcats 
and just as the JCJC softball 
team has done so many 
times before this season, 
they dominated the field. 
JCJC struck early in the 
first inning and never gave 
Pearl River a chance to take 
the lead in game one of the 
double header. 

Kalyn Watts led the first 
inning off with a single and 
was moved over to second 
base with a sacrifice bunt 
by Rebeccca Monceaux. 
National Player of the Year 
Tori Dew then stepped to 
the plate and hit a two run 
home run over the right 


field wall to make the score 
2-0 in Jones’ favor. 

Lauren Holifield then hit 
a single and Brittany Seale 
followed behind her with 
a walk. Kimberly Nilsson 
then hit a single that 
scored Holifield and made 
the score 3-0. 

The Wildcats got a run 
back in the second inning, 
but one run was all they 
could produce. Brooke 
Roberts led off the inning 
with a double and scored 
two batters later on 
consecutive groundouts 
by Branda Northrop and 
Rachel Hickman. 

Neither team scored 
additional runs until JCJC 
plated two across in the 
fifth inning. Holifield 


stepped to the plate to lead 
off the inning and hit a shot 
over the left field fence to 
make the score 4-1. Seale 
walked right behind her 
and scored on a Tylesha 
Davis RBI double that made 
the score 5-1. 

Kayleigh Williams got the 
start on the mound for JCJC 
and threw a complete game, 
only allowing two hits as 
Jones took the first game 
5-1 over the rival Wildcats. 

In game two, Teri Richey 
got the starting nod for the 
Bobcats, and she did not let 
them down. She threw a 
complete game one hitter 
to complete the sweep for 
JCJC. 


see SWEEP page 7 



Sophomore Lauren Holifield celebrates one of her nation-leading home runs with her 
teammates against the visiting Pearl River Wildcats. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Bobcat Spotlight 


Bobcat Spotlight honors JCJC’s best and brightest athletes. These 
students are recognized for excellence in their respective sport. 


What is your favorite thing about 
golf, and what is your biggest 
inspiration? 


My favorite thing is the 
individuality of the game and how 
much you practice on your own. It 
also teaches you a lot of life values 
like honesty and respect. 

My biggest inspiration is Erik 
Compton because he is still playing 
on the PGA tour after having two 
heart transplants. With having my 
own heart surgery as a toddler and 
being told I would never be able to 
play competitive sports has really 
driven me to not only be the best I 
can be but to also stay humble and 
thankful with everyday I am given. 


What is your favorite thing about 
golf, and what is your biggest 
inspiration? 


My favorite thing about golf is 
that it is much more of an individual 
sport than many others, if you mess 
up there is no one to blame and if 
you play good it’s all you and all the 
hard work you have put will show 
and you cannot fake it since it is an 
individual sport. 

My biggest inspiration is Arnold 
Palmer because he come from a 
working class family and showed 
that golf can be fun and he put it 
on a global scale and has down so 
much for the game even to this day 
he made golf a cool sport to play. 




4 Jh 
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Bobcats split double 
header with visiting 
MGCCC Bulldogs 


Dalton Middleton 

SPORTS EDITOR 

The number 8 ranked 
Jones County Junior 
College baseball team 
pounded out 14 runs 
against visiting Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community 
College as the two teams 
split a double-header. 

In game one, Carter 
Polles was handed the 
starting nod and delivered 
a dominant pitching 
performance. He threw 
six shutout innings and 
only allowed two runs in 
the final inning to lead 
the way for the Bobcats. 
Offensively, the team 
evenly sorted out the hits 
as they accounted for 15 
hits. 

The Bobcats started the 
scoring early when they 
scored in first inning. Chris 
Morgan led off the game 
with a double and scored 
two batters later on Mason 
Irby’s single. John Alan 
Wall then hit a RBI double 
to score Irby, and Tyler 
Schankin hit a single to 
score Wall to make it 3-0. 

JCJC added another run 


onto the board when Chris 
Richardson reached base 
on an error. He was moved 
around the bases and later 
scored when Polles batted 
into an error. 

The Bobcats extended 
the lead once again in the 
third inning. Schankin 
doubled and Manichia 
singled to score him 
to make the score 5-0. 
Richardson hit a single and 
Landon Nettles hit a two 
run double to extend the 
score to 7-0. 

Jones then scored four 
more runs in the 4th 
inning. Irby led off with a 
double, and Wall scored 
him on a single to start off 
the inning but was picked 
off soon after. Schankin 
reached on an error, and 
Dylan Manichia walked 
as Richardson hit a single 
to score both runners on 
base. Nettles hit a single 
shortly after and Morgan 
hit a sacrifice fly to score 
Manichia and make the 
score 11-0. 

The Bobcats scored their 
final runs of the blowout 

see BOBCATS page 7 


Dew looks to finish JCJC career strong 


Christian Miller 

STAFF WRITER 

Third baseman Tori Dew 
has high hopes for her final 
season as a Lady Bobcat. 
With the team’s record of 
23-1, there is much to be 
excited about. 

Dew was heavily 
influenced by her family to 
play. She grew up watching 
her two older siblings and 
cousins play sports, so at 
age three she played her 
first season of tee-ball. 
From there she went on 
to play softball all through 
school and become a Lady 
Bobcat. 

“I had two colleges to 
pick from. I could either 
come to Jones or go to 
East Central, but the 
deciding factor was their 
softball team.” Dew said. “I 


chose Jones because their 
facilities and coaching staff 
are great. I knew I could 
improve as a player and 
really excel. The team has 
excellent chemistry, and 
they (are) excellent players. 
It was also good transition 
for college instead of going 
right to a big university. 
Besides, I’m not too far 
from home.” 

Tori stressed the 
importance of giving every 
day your all even when it 
would be easier to give 
in. She advises everybody 
to take advantage of their 
college years to make 
memories and lasting 
friendships, but most 
importantly to never have 
regrets. 

“My motivation for 

see DEW page 7 



Reigning national player of the year and Southern 
Mississippi commit Tori Dew. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Chris Morgan eyes another championship 



Sophomore Chris Morgan throws to one of his team 
mates. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Alyssa Scott 

STAFF WRITER 

Bobcat Baseball’s 

sophomore center fielder, 
Chris Morgan, not only has 
high aspirations for his team 
but also for his future. The 
20-year-old player functions 
as a leadoff batter on the 
field as well as a leader in the 
classroom. 

“Chris is one of our 
definite leaders,” head 
coach Christian Ostrander 
said. “He’s a guy who leads 
by example. A tremendous 
student with exceptional 
character on the field, off the 
field and in the classroom, he 
just does everything right.” 

Morgan has received 
many honors and awards 
for academics with a GPA 
right at the 4.0 mark. As 
a freshman player for the 


Bobcats, he was awarded All- 
Region 23 and All-State. 

With the help of Morgan, 
the Bobcats put up a 46-11 
record last year and were 
ranked number 6 in the final 
NJCAA Division II poll. Back 
in May, they also secured 
the 2014 MACJC state 
championship in Booneville, 
MS. JCJC was ranked 
number one in the nation 
for most of the season. The 
Bobcats hosted the Region 
23 Tournament and finished 
second to Hinds. 

“This season will be a 
success if we win state, 
regionals and the World 
Series,” the biochemistry 
major said. “Our aspirations 
are nothing short of that.” 

The former Madison 
Central High School attendee 

see MORGAN page 7 


The Pick Six 


This month we will predict division winners for the 2015 professional baseball season. Predicting will be Jones 
students Dalton Middleton, Seth Nash, Joseph Denmark, Anna Beth Houston, Bethany Smith and Ariel Young. 
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Sweep 

from page 6 

In the first inning, 
Pearl River took the lead 
when leadoff batter Shae 
Rosser got on base with 
an error and later scored 
on a bunt by Hannah 
Holloway to make it 1-0. 
Jones responded in the 
bottom of the inning 
when Watts singled and 
Dew was hit by a pitch. 
Seale then tripled and 
scored both of the base 
runners to make the 
score 2-1JCJC. 

In the second inning, 
Jones belted out five runs 
to take a big lead over the 
Wildcats. Karla Santiago 
led off the inning getting 
on with an error and Jay 
Harris followed with a 
single. Watts hit a single 
right after to score 
Santiago and make the 
score 3-1. 


Dew 

from page 6 

bringing my all to the field 
is in part to my big time 
faith in Christ, but also 
my little cousin born with 
spina bifida,” Dew said. “He 
gives me a big push. I play 
for him because he doesn’t 
have the same abilities. 
I try to be the best I can, 
and honor those who 
would love to be able to do 
it, but aren’t capable.” 

Dew’s hard work on the 
field has earned her many 
achievements including All 


Morgan 

from page 6 

attributes his decision 
to play for JCJC to the 
personable coaching staff 
and the great atmosphere. 
He says the relationship 
he now has with his 
teammates has grown 
from just a friendship 
into a brotherhood. 

After getting a degree 
from JCJC, he wishes to 
further his education 
at Mississippi State 
University. His future 
plans include getting 
a medical degree and 
residency degree from 


Insurgent 

from page 5 

similar movie created, 
the uproar for all same 
genre movies is fading. 
Each new young adult 
sci-fi thriller is putting 
out the fire that once 
filled the hearts of so 
many teens. “Insurgent” 
did fall short of what was 
expected, but how can 
anyone expect a movie 
to have any chance of 
survival in a market that 
has such similar films 
being created? 

The movie trilogy 


Dew then stepped to 
the plate and belted out 
a three run home run to 
give the Bobcats a 6-1 
lead. The next batter, 
Holifield, went back-to- 
back with Dew as she 
belted out her own home 
run to extend the lead to 
7-1. 

In the fourth inning, 
the Bobcats extended 
the lead once more. Dew 
and Seale both walked 
while Davis singled one 
run home and Santiago 
singled the other two 
home to make the score 
10 - 1 . 

The only spark 
of offense for Pearl 
River happened when 
Northrop hit an infield 
single in the fifth inning. 
That was Pearl River’s 
only hit. 

The Lady Bobcats are 
now 23-1 and still remain 
the number one ranked 
team in the nation. 


American National player 
of the year and a spot on 
the NJCAA All-Star, which 
will take her to Canada for 
two weeks to compete for 
the Canadian Cup. When 
the fall comes, Dew will 
play at the University of 
Southern Mississippi and 
pursue a degree in special 
education. 

“Tori is a player that 
every coach dreams of 
coaching.” Head coach 
Chris Robinson said. “You 
don’t find many like her on 
and off the field. Her work 
ethic, leadership and faith 
is phenomenal.” 


UMMC so he can become 
an orthopedic surgeon. 

The sophomore said 
that if the opportunity 
to further his baseball 
career presents itself, he 
would definitely pursue 
that dream. He also 
revealed that he was only 
five years old when he 
starting playing baseball 
and that it was his father 
who inspired his love for 
the sport. 

Morgan goes on to 
explain that even though 
it can be stressful to 
juggle the challenges of 
being a student athlete, 
he finds that it keeps him 
on the right track in life. 


itself is based on the 
bestselling novel series 
authored by Veronica 
Roth. The books were 
a great hit with readers 
but have yet to entice the 
film critics. 

Overall the acting was 
the best component of 
the film. Unfortunately 
the poorly written 
plot and photography 
was the downfall of 
“Insurgent.” Fingers are 
crossed and hopeful for 
the final installment in 
the Trilogy. However, no 
known production has 
started on another film. 


Bobcats 

from page 6 

game in the fifth inning. 
Irby walked and scored on 
a Wall single with an error 
on a rundown. Schankin 
hit a single and Wall scored 
on a Manichia sacrifice 
fly. Richardson singled 
and Nettles and Morgan 
followed with walks that 
scored Richardson to 
make the score 14-0. 

The Bulldogs put their 
only two runs on the 
board in the 7th inning. 
Polles walked James Land 
and Brycen Burge. Then 
Michael Shubert reached 
on a fielder’s choice. Matt 
Trigg hit a fielder’s choice 
right after to score Land. 
Rikki Pribanic singled 
shortly after and Justin 
Nussbaum and Patrick 
McMahon walked back- 
to-back to force another 
run to make the final score 
14-2 in the Bobcat’s favor. 

In the second game of 
the doubleheader, JCJC 
jumped out to a good 
start with an early lead. In 
the first inning, Morgan 


Adoption 

from page 3 

desire to have a child that 
is the same race as the 
parent, the possibility 
of birth parents wanting 
to see the child and the 
interest to help make a 
difference in children’s 
lives around the world. 

In one group home in 
China, there are over 300 
children in a one house 
with eight children to a 
room. Clusters of these 
similar group homes have 
appeared around China 


Campaign 

from page 3 

committee and set up 
offices in Iowa. 

Without spoken 

intentions of running in 
2016, these politicians 
have accepted donations 
that by far exceed the 


Religion 

from page 3 

this are even allowed is 
astonishing. While the 
wording of the law does 
not state it is meant to 
encourage discrimination, 
in practice that is exactly 


Bloodborne 

from page 5 

encouraged. This is one 
world that begs players to 
see just what lurks around 
the next corner, which is 
usually death. The setting 
itself oozes atmosphere, 
more so than most games 


led off with a single, and 
Clint Sasser was hit by a 
pitch right after. Irby was 
also hit by a pitch, and 
Schankin drove in two 
runs with a single to make 
the score 2-0. 

The Bulldogs cut the 
lead in half in the fourth 
inning when Land and 
Richie Clark hit back-to- 
back singles. Trigg then 
hit a single that scored 
one while the second 


within mere miles of each 
other. 

In the United States 
however, the number of 
group homes is slowly 
declining with children 
being moved into stable 
foster homes. The living 
conditions of children up 
for adoption in foreign 
countries are often terrible 
compared to the conditions 
in America. While U.S. 
conditions may not be 
ideal, they are better than 
in China, Russia, Ethiopia 
and South Korea. 

Many components aid in 
the outstanding number 


limitations set by the FEC. 
Though they are breaking 
the law, no one seems to 
mind. 

FEC regulation is in 
place for a reason. It serves 
to prevent corruption that 
can so easily arise. Allowing 
vast sums of money to 
be thrown around grants 
a great deal of power to 


how it is being used. In the 
wake of a massive backlash, 
Indiana lawmakers have 
recently created a fix to 
the law, which no longer 
authorizes businesses to 
refuse to offer or provide 
services to members of 
the public based on traits 
such as sexual orientation. 


in recent memory. 

While From Software 
has experimented with 
horror in its previous 
games, never have they 
excelled as much as they 
have in “Bloodborne.” 

“Bloodborne” has 

drawn an untold amount 
of comparisons to the 


runner was gunned out 
at home plate to keep the 
score 2-1. 

In the fifth inning, the 
Bulldogs took the lead. 
Shubert hit a double to 
start the inning off and 
Pribanic reached by an 
error. Nussbaum then hit 
a single to tie up the game 
and Pribanic scored the 
lead taking run off of a 
Land groundout. 

MGCCC extended the 


of children in group 
homes in other countries. 
In China for example, 
families experience gender 
stereotypes based on 
cultural reasons. 

Families in China 
want male heirs due to 
traditional backgrounds. 
Even gender sonograms in 
China are illegal unless for 
medical reasons. 

Furthermore, there are 
no laws prohibiting the time 
in pregnancy a fetus is able 
to be aborted or removed 
from a pregnant woman. 
In order to protect these 
children, they are being 


the donator. By ignoring 
the laws set forth by the 
FEC, corruption can take 
its roots. It is imperative 
that action be taken to 
prevent this. For starters, 
the media that so eagerly 
follows every step that 
Clinton, Bush and Walker 
take should address the 
issue at hand. Are these 


But massive backlashes are 
what seem to be required 
in Indiana and other states 
where these laws are 
present. 

Religion has for years 
been used to justify 
actions, both good and 
bad. This is the United 
States, the country where 


“Souls” titles. While the 
game may be judged 
unfairly in that regard, 
the comparisons are not 
entirely untrue. This 
game, is at its core, a 
“Souls” game and an 
excellent one. The game 
is very difficult, possibly 
surpassing the past two 


lead in the seventh inning 
when Pribanic started off 
the inning with a walk 
and McMahon doubled 
and scored him. Land and 
Clark then reached base 
via a single and a walk. 
McMahon scored on an 
error to make the score 
5-2. That remained the 
score as the two teams 
split the doubleheader. 

JCJC is now 22-10 overall 
and 9-7 in MACJC play. 


placed in group homes. 
Also, in underdeveloped 
countries, families do not 
have resources or money to 
provide for the children. In 
countries like Haiti where 
natural disasters destroy 
the country, children have 
to live and struggle to stay 
alive every day. 

American couples 

would be doing these 
innocent children a great 
disservice by ignoring the 
possibility of adoption. 
Foreign adoption may take 
some effort, but it is still a 
perfectly viable option for 
hopeful parents. 


people “testing the waters” 
for candidacy? If so, are 
they adhering to the FEC 
limitations? 

As Paul S. Ryan of the 
Campaign Legal Center 
said, “A little honesty 
is not too much to ask 
of individuals seeking 
to become our next 
president.” 


Thomas Jefferson wrote 
in The Declaration of 
Independence that “All 
men are created equal.” 
With religion being used 
to discriminate against 
those who simply live a 
different lifestyle, this is 
an appalling situation that 
needs to end. 


“Souls” games in its ability 
to grind players into the 
dirt. 

With its fantastic 
atmosphere and setting, 
great gameplay and 
some surprising twists, 
“Bloodborne” is the first 
game for PS4 that can be 
labeled as a “must have.” 



Tennessee Tech University signee and sophomore Carter Polles delivers a pitch against the 
visiting Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College baseball team. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Future 

from page 4 

may become so advanced 
that humans may be able 
to upload digital versions 
of their brains, which 
could possibly bring 
immortality into question. 

The United Nations 
Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs 
estimates that the world’s 
current population of 
7.2 billion will increase 
by 1 billion over the next 
12 years and reach 9.6 
billion by 2050. That is the 


equivalent of adding the 
populations of India and 
China to the planet, and 
that is without the help of 
immortality. 

Tina Chisholm, a 
sociology teacher who has 
worked in the community 
college system since 
1996 said, “Just like the 
increase in technology 
can make humans lazy 
and weak, the choices our 
government makes can 
make our country weak. 
As far as our economy, I 
believe if America doesn’t 
make the right choices, 
another country’s 


economy could overtake 
the United States.” 

It has been estimated 
that America’s economy 
will no longer be number 
one. The HSBC predicts 
that China’s economy will 
lead as their population 
surges with America to 
come in second and India 
in third. Although America 
is predicted to come in 
second, its economy has 
been predicted to double 
in size over the next 35 
years. 

Chisholm also 

explained how she 
believes technology will 


progress at a faster rate 
and all people will be 
connected in some form 
to the network, hopefully 
allowing all people to 
receive some form of 
education. 

“I also believe we will 
have more people living 
in space and inhabiting 
other planets,” said 
Chisholm. “In 2050, ‘Star 
Trek’ and the ‘Jetsons’ 
could be a reality!” 

Freshman Jada Simmons 
explained how she thinks 
2050 will be very futuristic 
and household items like 
remotes, chargers and 


even keys will become 
obsolete. “Soon we’ll be 
able to unlock our houses 
and cars by fingerprints,” 
the 18 year old said. 

Reproductive tech¬ 
nology is predicted to not 
only get more advanced 
in the next 35 years, but 
also make it easier for all 
couples to conceive or not 
conceive as they please. 
Some research suggests 
that in the future it could 
be possible to make sperm 
and egg cells from human 
stem cells. 

Simmons said, “In 2050 
I’ll be 53, and by then 


I hope everyone has 
equal rights, and science 
advances enough to do 
things like allowing same- 
sex couples to create 
biological offspring.” 

The possibilities are 
endless. The future will 
have an important impact 
on everyone’s lives, 
whether it be a small 
and gradual change or 
everything all at once. No 
one truly knows where 
humans will be in terms 
of society, economy or 
technology in the next 
35 years but it can be 
exciting to speculate. 
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Lifestyle 

from page 1 

with alcohol and drugs used while 
attending the school. Locally speaking, 
the University of Mississippi ranked 
number 16 on the 2015 top partying 
schools list, moving two slots down 
from number 14 in 2014. 

Whether or not students have a 
handle on drinking, there are laws that 
keep everyone in check. Consumers 
are required to be at least 21 years old, 
and underage drinkers caught drinking 
or possessing alcohol can be fined from 
up to $500 and can have their license 
suspended. Also, drinking publicly or 
driving under the influence (DUI) are 
both illegal uses of alcohol. However, 
even though public intoxication is a 
misdemeanor charge, a DUI is a serious 
crime that is heavily monitored due to 
the amount of accidents that have led 
to injury and death over the years. In 
Mississippi, depending on whether it’s 
a person’s first offense or third, a DUI 
fine can cost anywhere from $250 and 
48 hours in jail to $5,000 and a 5-year 
jail sentence. 

When it comes down to what promotes 
alcohol consumption, there is no single 
answer. For numerous reasons, alcohol 
has become a staple among college 
students. Sometimes students develop 
the interest due to stress accumulated 
from school, work, home or all the 
above. Other times people use alcohol 
to nurse a tragic life experience. There 
is also the purpose to drink socially 
with friends while off campus, but 
there is also pressure to drink alcohol 
on campus due to involvement with 
some school organizations. 

A report by the National Criminal 
Justice Reference Service (NCJRS) 
revealed that fraternities and sororities 
are largely affiliated with the majority 
of campus alcohol consumption, 
estimating that 62 percent of sorority 
members drank heavily versus 
nonmembers. In addition, half the 
fraternity and sorority members did 
poorly on tests as opposed to the 
quarter of nonmembers who also 
scored low. 

The NCJRS reports, “The 
consequences of drinking on campus 
each year are 1,400 deaths from alcohol- 
related causes; 500,000 unintentional 
injuries; 600,000 assaults; and 
70,000 cases of sexual assault and 
acquaintances rape.” 

The effects of alcohol on each person 
vary, but there are multiple negative 
consequences possible when drinking. 
Besides damage to the brain, the 
heart and other vital organs, the body 
can learn to crave alcohol’s harmful 
presence and develop an addiction. 
In addition, drinking too much or too 
quickly can lead to complications with 
the body’s responsiveness usually 
referred to as alcohol poisoning, which 
can cause permanent damage or lead to 
death. 

Jones County Junior College is a part 
of the Mississippi Coalition of Partners 
and Prevention (MCPP), which spreads 
alcohol awareness among schools 
and communities. JCJC also provides 
free consultation for students who 
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions 
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally. 


0 

Li¬ 

Burning 

Football 

Ship 

Stop 

en 

c 

Captain 

Man 

Signal 

Throwing 


Day 

Of truce 

Staff 

Waver 


Down 

Pole 

Stone 
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Unscramble these twelve letter strings to form each into an ordinary word 
(ex. HAGNEC becomes CHANGE ). Prepare to use only ONE word from 
any marked ( V ) letter string as each unscrambles into more than one 
word (ex. V RATHE becomes HATER or EARTH or HEART ). Fit each 
string’s word either across or down to knot all twelve strings together. 
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King Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Trip to 
Mecca 

5 Inaugu¬ 
ration 
recitation 

9 Vacillate 

12 Birthright 
barterer 

13 100 percent 

14 Have a bug 

15 Flowerless 
plant 

16 Blueprint 

17 Altar affir¬ 
mative 

18 London 
gallery 

19 Peculiar 

20 Leftovers 
recipe 

21 IV 
measures 

23 Ram’s fan? 

25 Esprit de 
corps 

28 Automaker’s 
nightmare 

32 Accustom 

33 Recipient 

34 Gl ID 

36 Set off 

37 Baseball 
stat. 

38 Homer’s 
neighbor 

39 Source 

of Samson’s 
strength 

42 Scepter 

44 Thin streak 
of smoke 



48 Vacationing 

5 Go against 

30 

Allow 

49 Michigan, 

6 Lang 

31 

Sheltered 

e.g. 

Syne” 


side 

50 Between 

7 Merchant 

35 

Parking 

jobs 

8 Coop dweller 


space? 

51 Lummox 

9 Bide one’s 

36 

“Absolutely!” 

52 Shrek is one 

time 

39 

Horse’s foot 

53 Spruced up 

10 Staffer 

40 

Somewhere 

54 Saute 

11 Candlelight, 


out there 

55 Abacus 

e.g. 

41 

Uncertain 

piece 

20 Renewed 

43 

Gumbo item 

56 Spread¬ 

energy 

45 

Concept 

sheet fill 

22 Transparent 

46 

Venetian 


24 Shoe style 


blind part 

DOWN 

25 Central 

47 

Animal-rights 

1 Weight 

26 Yoko of 


org. 

2 Cruising 

music 

49 

High-arc 

3 Pub missile 

27 Bad 


shot 

4 Mrs. Johnny 

hairpiece 



Cash 

29 Blackbird 




© 2014 King Features Synd., Inc. 


by Linda Thistle 
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and 
each small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine. 


DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★★ 


★ Moderate ★★ Challenging 
★ ★★ HOO BOY! 
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Jusrt Like Cats & Dogs by Pave T. Phipps 


^ TO BE HONEST I LOST TRACK OF N 
WHAT ALL I PUT ON THIS BUT HEY 
^IT BEGINS AND ENDS WITH BREAD !j 





feel pressured or burdened by alcohol 
issues. Two of the school’s counselors, 
Dr. Diane Williams and Jacquelyne 
Barnett, handle these problems by 
giving students a person to talk to and 
then, through listening, help them 
decide what recourses to take. 

Barnett said, “When they (students) 
come to talk with me or Mrs. Williams, 
it is confidential.” 

Each semester, the JCJC counselors 
speak with several students regarding 
alcohol or drug assistance. In addition, 
the school promotes help for students 
by providing different alcohol 


awareness events such as 
drunk driving simulators 
and an alcohol screening 
that took place on April 15. 

Students who are 
dealing with drinking 
issues or want to find 
ways to cope without 
drinking can speak to a 
counselor in the Student 
Success Center. To make 
an appointment to speak 
with a counselor, call 601- 
477-4250. 


Out on a Limb 


by Gary Kopervas 
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Golden Oldie: A look back at our instructors 


One of the many 
reasons JCJC instructors 
care about students is 
because they were once 
students here, too. 

There are so many 
instructors that are 
alumni that we can’t 
share them all, but here 
are three and just some 
of what they did when 
they attended: Yearbook 
advisor Rebecca Patrick, 
Honors College Dean 
Dr. Mark Taylor and 
English instructor Cheryl 
Windham. 

Fun fact: in the 70s, 
the women’s basketball 
team was called the 
Bobkittens. 


Rebecca Ratcliff Patrick 

Attended JCJC: 1977-1979 
Who’s Who 
Radionian editor 
Basketball scorekeeper 
Baseball scorekeeper 
BSU member 
Rec club member 
Maroon Typhoon member 


Dr. Mark Taylor 

Attended JCJC: 1981-1982 
Who’s Who, Class Favorite 
Hall of Fame 

PTK member, BSU member 
JC choir member 
SGA sophomore class rep. 
Student Council member 
Penta Octa Officer 


Cheryl Holifield Windham 

Attended JCJC: 1976-78 
Basketball #12 
Homecoming Queen 
Homecoming Court 76 
PTK member 
JC choir, Who’s Who 
Hall of Fame 

Sophomore Class Favorite 
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Inevitable college 
drinking requires 
safer measures 


Bethany Smith 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

College is time for self- 
discovery, the beginning 
of independence and 
socialization. 

Parties are common 
across college campuses 
nationwide with alcohol 
notoriously present. 

Parents, teachers and 
politicians have been trying 
to control and prevent 
students from drinking, but 
to little or no avail. Studies 
show that more than 80 
percent of college students 
nationwide have tried 
alcohol at least once. Also, 
many surveys show that 
alcohol is readily available 
or easy to access at college, 
even for underage students. 

With constant warning 
of danger, reprimands 
and surveillance, drinking 
is still prominent. 
Researchers have coined 
the term “rose-colored 
beer goggles” as a way 
to explain why college 
students stubbornly 

continue to drink, in that 
the good effects of alcohol 
outweigh the bad. Whether 
it be because of rebellion, 
peer pressure or simple 
curiosity, drinking is part 
of college. 

Instead of trying to 
completely eradicate 
these activities that 
will happen regardless, 
taking a risk reduction 
approach would be much 
more effective. Students 
are aware that there are 
many cons to drinking, 
but being invincible and 
ignorant, they think these 
things cannot or will not 
happen to them. Teaching 
students safety tips and 


precautions should be the 
focus of leaders, teachers 
and adults in general. 
Consequences of too 
much alcohol in one night 
are hangovers, alcohol 
poisoning and blackouts. 
Long term consequences 
are poor kidney health, 
short term memory loss 
and even addiction. 

Knowing one’s limit 
is important; too much 
alcohol is detrimental. 
Another important thing 
for students to be aware 
of when drinking is how 
they are getting home 
or know where they are 
sleeping. It is always 
important to have a driver 
who has no alcohol in his 
or her system if anyone 
plans on going anywhere. 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 
has statistics that show 
more than 10,000 people 
are killed in drunk driving 
accidents yearly. 

Also, intoxication while 
around strangers or in a 
strange place is not safe 
and having trusted friends 
around is very important. 
Other concerns of alcohol 
include hangovers or 
blackouts. Most of the 
time, hangovers and 

blackouts are caused by 
there being too much 

alcohol in the body and 
not enough hydration and 
nourishment. Drinking 
lots of water can help with 
these problems. 

While drinking can be 
dangerous, it happens 
and will continue, so 
safer measures and 

tactics should be taught 

and enforced in order to 
protect the lives of many 
young people. 


A student’s account of 
drinking in coiiege 


An anonymous student 
from the Jones County 
area provides some insight 
into his experiences with 
collegiate drinking. The 
following is an edited 
version of an interview with 
the Radionian. 

Alcohol has become a 
seemingly essential aspect 
of college life. Society 
embraces its presence 
in its colleges across 
the nation. Fraternities, 
sororities and general 
partying make use of this 
easily abused substance. 
Though we see it every day 
on TV or in movies, how 
does it actually affect the 
lives of college students? 

For me, drinking began 
just before I got into 
college. It’s weird, I know, 
but the first drink I had was 
Southern Comfort with a 
friend at my dad’s house. 
It definitely changed in 
college, though. Not so 
much at first, but once 
I began rushing in the 
spring, I started drinking 
more. 

You could say college 
definitely increased my 
drinking. I know a lot 
of people associate frat 
life with constant, crazy 


parties, but that’s not how 
it really is. Sure, we party, 
but it isn’t so crazy. As far 
as drinking is concerned, 
frat life made me drink 
more at first. Once I got 
into the groove of things, 
however, I started to only 
drink when it was safest 
and when I wanted to. 

Probably the first time I 
ever really got drunk was 
at a rush party. It was right 
after I started rushing in 
the spring, and we threw 
a big party. It honestly 
just happens at those 
sorts of things. I wouldn’t 
say drinking is absolutely 
essential to college life, 
but it helps to build 
relationships with other 
people. There’s a whole 
social aspect that comes 
with drinking. Whenever 
you go to parties and such, 
you can meet so many 
different people. 

Clearly, alcohol plays 
a major role in colleges 
across the nation. TV and 
film may blow it out of 
proportion, but the drinks 
are definitely around. In any 
case, drinking, especially in 
social situations, is simply 
a thing nearly all students 
will engage in. 


Drinking laws provide safety 


Ariel Young 

NEWS EDITOR 

Across the United States, 
teenagers and young 
adults view high school 
and college as a time not 
only to learn but also to 
experiment socially. For 
the majority of students, 
this socialization comes 
through the consumption 
of alcohol, and with the 
opportunity to explore 
drinking comes the 
responsibility of knowing 
and following the laws 
in the United States 
surrounding alcohol 
consumption. 

In 1984, every state was 
required by the federal 
government to raise the 
legal age for purchasing 
alcohol to 21. Any state 
that did not follow this 
mandate would lose 
federal highway funding 
in accordance with 
the National Minimum 
Drinking Age Act of 1984. 
This law still exists today, 
but it only affects the age 
for adults to purchase 
alcohol, not to consume it. 

As far as the drinking 
age for the United States, 
all 50 states require 
individuals to be 21 or 
older to consume liquor. 
However, some states 
do allow underage 
consumption of alcohol for 


special circumstances 
such as for educational, 
medical or religious 
purposes. 

In Mississippi, as 
in every state, the 
legal age to purchase 
and consume alcohol 
is 21. According 
to the Mississippi 
Department of 

Revenue, the following 
exceptions apply only 
to individuals who are 
at least 18 years old. 

• With parental 

consent and 

supervision, 
individuals may 

consume light wine 
or beer on alcohol¬ 
selling premises such as 
restaurants or bars. 

• Mississippians serving 
in the U.S. military may 
consume beer if and when 
permissible on military 
property or for other 
government work-related 
purposes. 

While these exceptions 
only pertain to Mississippi, 
individual states are given 
the freedom to enact these 
laws or create laws of 
exceptions for themselves. 
These exceptions allow 
adults to monitor the 
underage consumption of 
alcohol without the fear 
of the chaos that would 
ensue from lowering the 




of college 
students think the 
drinking age 
should be 


Lowered 


nationwide drinking age 
all together. 

Though the drinking 
age seems unattainable 
to anxious teenagers, this 
law and the additional 
laws affiliated with alcohol 
consumption work to 
protect individuals from 
the harm that can be 
caused by underage 
drinking. In a series of 
studies by the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission, the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the U.S. 
Department of Human 
Health and Services, up to 
the age of 21, individuals’ 
brains are still developing 
to regulate organization, 
behavior and memory 


retention. If the 
national drinking age 
were to lower to 18, 
young adults would 
run a higher risk of 
addiction, depression, 
violence and poor 
decision making skills. 

The higher drinking 
age also reduces the 
number of traffic 
accidents and related 
deaths in the United 
States. In a study 
by the National 
Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration, 
researchers concluded 
that countries with 
higher drinking ages 
report fewer traffic 
accidents associated with 
alcohol. Based on this 
information, researchers 
estimate that the legal 
drinking age in the 
United States reduces 
the number of alcohol- 
related accidents by 13 
percent. 

Young adults wishing 
to partake in underage 
consumption of alcohol 
should know their 
state’s and nation’s laws 
surrounding drinking 
in order to avoid fines 
or jail time. By knowing 
and following these laws, 
individuals can remain 
safe and experiment 
accordingly. 


Alcohol consumption causes 
mental, physical ramifications 


Wes Herring 

STAFF WRITER 

Everyone has heard 
during some point of their 
life that alcohol is bad 
and can cause a person 
problems. 

These generic 

spiel is generally 
dismissed; however, there 
is truth behind it. Research 
from the Mayo Clinic 
revealed that irresponsible 
alcohol consumption can 
lead to slower thought 
processing in addition to 
long lasting health issues. 

Immediate 
consequences of 

irresponsible drinking 
can be either mild or 
lethal. Alcohol depresses 
the central nervous system, 
causing a “buzz” and most 
of the other immediate 
effects of alcohol. Reduced 
muscle coordination and 
control of speech are 
effects of the depressed 
nervous system. Excessive 


drinking within a relatively 
short amount of time 
can also result in a life- 
threatening coma or death 
by alcohol poisoning. 

Vital areas of the brain 
are also affected by 
a depressed nervous 
system, which can in turn 
affect thoughts, emotions 
and judgment. Driving 
while thoughts, judgment 
and reflexes are clouded 
in this way can result 
in severe motor vehicle 
accidents. Thirty 

Americans die daily due 
to drunk driving, and the 
yearly cost of alcohol- 
related crashes totals 
over $59 billion (cdc.gov). 
The long-term effects 
of impaired thoughts 
and judgment can lead 
to familial and job- 
related problems. People 
suffering from alcoholism 
generally have poorer 
performance at work and 
school as well as more 
domestic problems at 


home. 

Excessive alcohol 
consumption can also 
result in a sordid array 
of health problems 
and illnesses. Heavy 
drinking can cause liver 
disease, also known 
as alcoholic hepatitis, and 
increase the likelihood of 
liver cancer. According 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control, there are roughly 
18,146 deaths annually 
caused by alcoholic liver 
disease in the United 
States alone. Long¬ 
term drinking can also 


cause neurological 

problems such as 
dementia and short¬ 
term memory loss and 
osteoporosis, bone loss 
and increased risk of 
fractures. Long-term 
and excessive drinking 
can also amplify health 
problems such as high 
blood pressure, diabetes 
complications, and 

digestive issues such as 
gastritis and stomach 
ulcers, in addition 
to weakening the immune 
system. 



16 % 



of college students know 
someone who has died 
due to alcohol 


Reasons why college students drink vary 
from psychological, social to physiological 


Marianna Lunsford 

STAFF WRITER 

Although the legal 
drinking age in the United 
States is 21, the average 
teen boy will try alcohol 
by age 11 and the average 
girl by 13. 

According to 

Monitoring the Future, a 
study that surveys drug 
and alcohol use among 
American teens and 
adults, 28 percent of 8th 



graders and 68 percent 
of 12th graders had tried 
alcohol, and 10 percent 
of 8th graders and 39 
percent of 12th graders 
drank in the past month. 

There are a multitude 
of reasons why people 
begin drinking, including 
many physiological, 
psychological and social 
aspects. Some people have 
a genetic pre-disposition 
to try alcohol. A study 


Get Drunk 



conducted through 
Indiana University found 
that between 20-25 
percent of sons became 
alcoholics and 5 percent 
of daughters became 
alcoholics. 

Many people simply 
“drink to have fun.” The 
physiological effects that 
alcohol can have on the 
human body could be 
expressed as enjoyable, 
to a certain extent. A BAC 
(Blood Alcohol Content) 
between 0.03-0.12 might 
be described as euphoric. 
A person at this BAC 
level might experience 
high self-confidence, 
talkativeness, sociability 
and decreased inhibitions. 

Most teenagers 

typically begin drinking 
for the easing of social 
pressures. Alcohol gives 
the impression of making 


conversations fluid and 
fun. In this case, the shy 
and quiet girl who sits in 
the back of class might 
walk up and talk to the 
popular sports player that 
sits across from her in 
algebra. 

An anonymous Jones 
County Junior College 
student said, “I am a 
very awkward girl. I 
never know how to start 
up a conversation with 
anyone. Alcohol makes 
social environments less 
intimidating, so when I 
am at a party or hanging 
out with a group of people 
I am unfamiliar with, I like 
to grab a drink.” 

Physiological effects, 
psychological reasons 
and social components 
are some aspects of why 
people begin drinking 
alcohol. 


Top primary reasons college 
Socializing students drink alcohol 
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Iran 

from page 3 

the results. Iran has 
consistently proved that it 
does not wish to comply. 
Why should now be any 
different? 

“They’ve tried to create 
a nuclear program, not a 
peaceful nuclear power 
plant,” said Sen. Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina. 

Republicans are right 
to challenge this deal. 
History is proof enough 


that Iran is unlikely to 
comply with the rules 
that the Joint Plan of 
Action would set forth. 
In fact, Iran’s hesitation 
to accept the deal as 
is reveals a nation that 
aims to keep its nuclear 
program running. 

“If there’s no deal, then 
we walk away,” expressed 
President Obama in 
an interview with CBS 
News. The President 
must see the potential 
downside to his deal and 
walk away. 


Harper 

from page 5 

of the main character, 
Scout Finch. After being 
considered lost for many 
years, the manuscript was 
recently rediscovered. 

In “Go Set a Watchman” 
the reader is reunited 
with Scout Finch nearly 20 
years later as she travels 
home from New York to 
visit her father, Atticus, 
where she will confront 
issues concerning 

humanity, her father and 
the small town where she 
grew up. The novel will 
also catch up with other 
beloved characters from 


“To Kill a Mockingbird.” 

With Lee’s recent rapid 
health decline, there has 
been much controversy 
over the release of “Go Set 
a Watchman.” For several 
decades, Lee claimed she 
would neither write nor 
release another novel. 
Many publications have 
been concerned that 
she might be “taken 
advantage of in her old 
age.” 

Thankfully for all “To 
Kill a Mockingbird” 
fans out there, Lee has 
been deemed capable of 
providing consent, and 
we will soon meet up with 
our favorite characters 
once more. 



Guys & Dolls 
receive praise 

Guys & Dolls was the best 
received show the JCJC musical 
theatre department has done 
since Beauty and the Beast. 
“The audience loved it, and I’m 
still getting positive feedback,” 
said instructor Nikki Johnson. 
The three March performances 
received standing ovations. 
Pictured are Harlan Mapp as 
Nathan Detroit, Lydia Myers as 
Miss Adelaide and James Moss 
as Lt. Brannigan. 

Photo by Teri Braddy Myers 


Impress 

from page 4 

in the whole restaurant. 
Before my ego could 
grow any larger, the 
universe showed up to 
remind me who really 
runs the show. Just as 
I casually bent over to 
pick up the chopsticks I 
dropped, I felt a release 
followed by a draft. My 


favorite jeans had just 
betrayed me by splitting 
wide open! 

Now, this may seem 
like it can’t get any 
worse, but trust me 
it does. Standing up 
quickly I made a dash for 
the nearest bathroom. 
Looking in the mirror I 
realized that I would be 
lucky if my shirt covered 
the split long enough to 
get out of the restaurant. 


After I gave myself a 
pep-talk, I marched out 
of the bathroom only to 
run into a lady who gave 
me a look that seemed 
to say, “It happens to 
the best of us.” Little did 
I know, this was going 
to be my teacher the 
following semester. 

I offer these 
embarrassing stories 
not just in hopes of 
getting a laugh, but also 


to show people that no 
matter how bad their 
first impression is, it isn’t 
the end of the world. So, 
the next time a student 
winds up in the wrong 
class, calls a teacher 
by the wrong name, or 
completely messes up an 
oral assignment, I hope 
they think, “Hey, at least 
I didn’t get marked by a 
jaguar, and my pants are 
still intact.” 


Parents 

from page 4 

stay out of it. My mom is 
constantly checking my 
grades online and lecturing 
me about them. I’m grown 
now, and I should be able 
to drop a class if I want to 
without them breathing 
down my neck.” 

With this outlook, the 
student would be allowed 


independence but would 
have nobody to turn to 
when he encountered a 
problem he didn’t know 
how to solve. Other 
students want the extreme 
opposite. 

“I hate making 
decisions on my own,” 
an anonymous freshman 
said. “I let my dad make 
my schedule and choose 
my major since I didn’t 


know what I wanted to do. 
So far, it’s helped me out 
a lot.” 

If a student takes this 
option, he could be 
saved from making tough 
decisions now but could 
face future issues when 
dealing with decisions 
alone. 

The easiest thing 
for a college student 
to do is neither of the 


above. College should be 
taken as a step toward 
independence. College 
has been known as a place 
for students to find their 
path in life, and where 
parental involvement is 
concerned, a student 
should take it as a gradual 
journey into adulthood 
rather than a giant leap 
for independence. Parents 
also need to respect this 


gradual journey and learn 
to help their children 
without simply doing 
everything for them 
“When I first started 
here, my parents helped 
out a lot, but each year I 
got more independent,” 
super-sophomore Lauren 
DePriest said. “Now I am 
basically on my own. My 
parents are still there for 
me when I need them, but 


for the most part, I just do 
my own thing now.” 

Finding the right 
balance between helping, 
hovering and staying 
out of it is a difficult 
thing for most parents to 
accomplish. It takes much 
time and effort to perfect 
the bond between parent 
and student, but doing so 
will gain both the greatest 
reward in the end. 


Disney 

from page 4 

has introduced her to an 
education manager in 
Animal Kingdom who has 
provided her all of the 
tools and information she 
needs in order to return 
as an education presenter 
next spring. 

Byrd said, “It’s so 
wonderful to work for a 
company with leaders that 
want to see you succeed 


and grow from your 
experiences here.” 

While interning is 
demanding with a schedule 
ranging anywhere from 
30-70 hours a week, there 
is still time to meet new 
people and have fun. Byrd 
said that she has made 
great friends with the 
five other girls who share 
her apartment and that 
she enjoys visiting the 
many different parks and 
watching the nighttime 


spectacular shows after 
she gets off work. 

“There’s so much to do 
in this city,” said Byrd. “It 
has been one of the most 
exciting experiences of 
my life. There are endless 
opportunities, and I’ve 
only barely scratched the 
surface in the two months 
I’ve been here.” 

She encourages everyone 
to participate in the 
Disney College Program, 
stating, “No matter what 


major you are in, there are 
so many valuable life and 
professional skills you can 
gain here.” 

Another JCJC 

sophomore, Andrew 

Adams, has been accepted 
for the Fall Advantage 2015 
internship with the Walt 
Disney World Resort in 
Orlando, Fla. Adams will 
arrive on May 25 and will 
take on a custodial role. 

“Although it might sound 
boring, I have been told 


that it is one of the best 
jobs; reason being, you 
are allowed more time to 
interact with guests, and 
you can take on shifts at 
different parks, versus 
being stuck in only one 
location,” he said. 

Because Adams is an art 
major, he is most looking 
forward to creating water 
art on the streets during 
his shifts. Custodians 
entertain guests by using 
the sidewalk as their 


canvas, water as their paint 
and a broom as their brush 
to draw famous Disney 
characters. Adams plans to 
extend his internship into 
the Spring Advantage of 
2016. 

For students interested 
in applying to the 
Disney College Program, 
internships are available 
at the Walt Disney World 
Resort in Orlando, Fla. and 
the Disneyland Resort in 
Anaheim, Ca. 


Radionian receives top honors, 27 awards 



Members of Jones County Junior College’s Radionian staff hold their 27 awards received at this year’s competition. Front 
row, left to right, Christian Miller of Ocean Springs, Marianna Lunsford of Laurel, Ariel Young of Laurel, Bethany Smith of 
Ellisville, Hailey Ishee of Moselle, Jessica Moore of Raleigh; back row, Wes Herring of Laurel, Chance Clark of Laurel, Ian 
Yelverton of Laurel, Dalton Middleton of Florence, Alyssa Scott of Picayune, Michael Crosby of Moselle, Cody Courtney of 
Leakesville and Anna Beth Houston of Laurel. 


Jones County Junior 
College’s student 

newspaper, the Radionian, 
won 13 first place awards 
at the O.C. McDavid/ 
Mississippi Press 

Association Education 
Foundation’s Better 

Newspaper Contest held 
March 26 in Jackson. 

The Jones newspaper 
took home 13 first place 
awards, a total of 27 
awards overall, and the 
General Excellence award 
in the community college 
division. This marks the 
eighth year in a row that 
the Radionian has taken 
home top honors at the 
competition. 

The Radionian received 
first place in the following 
categories: design, front 
page, first place for a news 
story by students Breanna 
Collins and Ariel Young; 
first place for sports news 
by student Josh Beasley; for 
sports feature, Christian 
Miller; news photo, Jessica 
Blackwell; sports photo, 
Troy Orgeron; feature 
photo, Troy Orgeron; 
single advertisement, 
Hailey Ishee; miscellaneous 
advertisement, Hailey 
Ishee; feature, Trey 


Howard; editorials, Heather 
Allen, Chance Clark, Ariel 
Young. 

The Radionian also 
placed second for news, 
Ariel Young; third place for 
sports, Josh Beasley; third 
place for sports feature, 
Josh Beasley; third place for 
general interest column, 
Marianna Lunsford; third 
place for feature story, 
Troy Orgeron; second 
place for news photo, Anna 
Beth Houston; third place 
for sports photo, Anna Beth 
Houston; second place 
for single advertisement, 
Josue Gonzalez; second 
place for miscellaneous 
advertisement, Joseph Chip 
Cooley; second place for 
graphic, Hailey Ishee and 
third place for the website 
www.bobcatpress.com. 

The staff swept the 
investigative package 
category, receiving first 
place for their package on 
online safety, second place 
for their package on beauty 
standards and third place 
for their package on sexual 
assault. Several members 
of the Radionian staff each 
wrote separate stories 
on these topics that were 
featured throughout the 


package. Staff members 
include Wes Herring, 
Dalton Middleton, Ian 
Yelverton, Bethany Smith, 
Lunsford, Young, Ishee, 


Clark and Collins. 

Kelly Atwood has 
served as advisor of the 
Radionian for the past five 
years. Applications are 


currently being accepted 
for next year’s Radionian 
staff. Students interested 
in writing, photography, 
editing, graphic design 


and broadcasting can 
contact Atwood for more 
information at kelly. 
atwood@jcjc.edu or call 
601-477-4084. 
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Voice 

from page 3 

people with thoughts and 
opinions. 

It appears whether 
in businesses or higher 
education institutions, 
some in charge seem to 
care little for encouraging 
critical thinking and 
problem-solving abilities 
of those below them. 
Mostly their priority is 
directed towards those 
who put them into their 
current position or for 


some other agenda. In 
the business world, a 
company may thrive or 
fail depending on the 
choices and focus of its 
leadership. 

IHL made a choice 
regarding Dan Jones, and 
the school communicated 
their response boldly. The 
first priority of a school 
should be the school and 
its inhabitants. When 
the need arises, allowing 
those inhabitants a voice 
may invoke change. More 
than likely, that change 
would be for the better. 



Display offers 
perspective 

JCJC student Hayley Pichon looks 
at t-shirts on display with the 
Clothesline Project, which was 
brought to campus by the JCJC 
Counseling Center and The Shafer 
Center for Crisis Intervention. The 
shirts are made by victims of sexual 
assault and domestic violence and 
are displayed to help people better 
understand the effects of abuse. 
Students could also make shirts. 
Photo by Anna Beth Houston 


Eternity 

from page 5 


expert, quickly folding 
and refolding melodies 
until they’re acutely 
angled, pointed, and 
elegant.” 

While “Another 


Eternity” is so easily 
recognizable as a Purity 
Ring original, it stands 
in contrast against the 
duo’s first studio album, 
“Shrines.” “Another 
Eternity” acts as a 
brighter counterpart to 
“Shrines” with its more 
satisfied lyrics and 
upbeat themes. 


This comparison stands 
true even when analyzing 
the distinct cover art of 
the two albums. “Shrines” 
has a dark, ominous 
cover, while “Another 
Eternity” depicts a pink, 
airy image. 

While remaining true 
to their witch-house 
melodies and endearing 


lyrics, Purity Ring 
has accomplished an 
outstanding album that 
sits far above modern 
pop music. Through 
originality and imagery, 
“Another Eternity” 

evokes a bundle of 
emotions within listeners 
and leaves them craving 
more. 


Graduation 

from page 2 

Students who wish to 
graduate but not walk 
may do so. However, 
any student wishing to 
receive a diploma must 
submit an application 
before the deadline. 

Approximately 
three weeks before 


the graduation date, 
graduating students 
will receive a letter in 
the mail detailing the 
exact procedures for the 
ceremony. Sophomore 
breakfast is scheduled 
for Tuesday, May 5 
followed by graduation 
practice on Friday, 
May 8. The graduation 
commencement 
ceremony will be held 


on Friday, May 15. 
Graduation caps and 
gowns, which will be 
handed out during 
practice, will then belong 
to the graduate, but 
the caps may not be 
decorated for graduation. 

Students who will 
graduate next year 
can find information 
regarding applications on 
the JCJC website under 


Graduation. JCJC does 
not hold a fall graduation 
ceremony, so any student 
wishing to graduate 
then must wait until the 
spring. Applications for 
next year will not be due 
until the spring semester 
of 2016, but students 
are encouraged to look 
ahead now and make 
sure they will satisfy the 
requirements by then. 


Extras 

from page 4 

months ago, as a sort of 
character development 
stage. Shooting 

continues for the next 
few months but is near 
completion. 

“I feel like this is going 


to be one of the best 
films of 2016. It has a lot 
of promise in it with a lot 
of really talented people 
working on it. Being 
around people like that 
was really inspiring,” said 
Folkes. 

The students said they 
signed up for the film just 
for fun and out of general 


interest in the film’s plot. 
Both expressed a great 
amount of excitement 
and eagerness for the 
film. They said that while 
they were nervous to be 
around such prominent 
people, the experience 
was exhilarating. 

Meeting people on set 
was a great way to make 


connections to some of 
the most talented people 
across the country. 

The film is expected 
to be released in March 
2016. It is already on the 
radar for many dedicated 
film buffs and should be 
an interesting film for 
those from the free state 
of Jones. 


Recital 

from page 2 

and chamber music 
instructor at USM since 
1996 and has received 
many honors playing with 
groups in many countries. 
Lee is currently an 
associate professor of viola 
at USM, has performed 
with groups in the United 
States and Taiwan and 
has received many awards 
for her teaching skills. 
Russakovsky is a professor 
of cello at USM and has 
performed in countries 
including Russia, Peru and 
Israel. Sanchez is a piano 
and music instructor at 
JCJC and has played in 
numerous orchestras. 

The final concert will be 
held on May 1. It will feature 


Meredith Hite on oboe, 
Kim Woolly on bassoon and 
Ellen Elder on piano. They 
will present U A Breath of 
Fresh Air: Music for Double 
Reeds and Piano-Music of 
Handel and Poulenc.” Hite 
is a professor of oboe at 
USM and has performed 
with several orchestras in 
the United States. Woolly 
is an associate professor 
of bassoon at USM and 
currently performs with 
quite a few symphonies 
in the South. Elder is an 
assistant professor of 
piano at USM and founded 
the Southern Miss Piano 
Institute where she teaches 
pre-college students. 

For any additional 
information, contact the 
Fine Arts department at 
601-477-4094. 


Spring Small Ensembles Concert 

On April 30 at 7 p.m. the Spring Small Ensembles 
Concert will be held in the Fine Arts Auditorium. 

Several small ensembles will perform, including 
the JCJC Flute Choir, JCJC Clarinet Choir, the JCJC 
Saxophone Quartet, Horn Quartet, Brass Ensemble, 
Tuba/Euphonium Ensemble and Trombone 
Ensemble. 

Selections to be played by these groups include 
“Fantasy for Four Trumpets,” Sleeping Beauty Waltz, 
Hallelujah Chorus and Dance Creole. 

This event is free and open to the public. 


Nearly 50 percent of our 
students are transfers, 
so we understand where 
you’re coming from and 
where you want to go. 

Southern Miss is the next step in your journey. 


View majors and degree plans: 

www.usm.edu/undergraduate 

Apply for admission: the university of 

www.usm.edu/admissions SOUTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI 



AA/EOE/ADAI 
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Sam Houston is hit with colored powder by Geneva Catlett during the Color Run. Second 
photo, Cheyenne Palmer. Inset photo, Nikita Brewer. Photos by Anna Beth Houston 


PTK deems first Color Run a win 


Jessica Moore 

STAFF WRITER 

Rain or shine, JCJC’s Phi Theta 
Kappa held their long-awaited 
Splash of Color Run, originally 
scheduled for last fall, on April 
12. At 3 p.m., 24 runners lined up for Rho 
Sigma’s event. 

The idea of the run stemmed from Rho 
Sigma’s college project theme, “Human 
Expression.” This event tied into their 
hallmark of fellowship as it included not 
only students from JCJC but also faculty 
members and participants from the 


community. 

Many students are hoping the 
Splash of Color Run will be an 
annual event for the school. 

Sophomore Nikita Brewer 
said, “The color run was really 
fun, and I would definitely do it 

again.” 

All proceeds from the run will be used 
to offset costs of two student-designed 
sculptures to be placed on the lawn of 
the Visual Arts building in Summer 2015. 

For more information regarding PTK, 
contact advisers Julie Atwood or Mark 
Brown. 




ROTC/SGA train at Camp Shelby 


JCJC’s ROTC 
students and the 
2015 SGA officers 
recently took part in 
a leadership training 
reaction course held 
at Camp Shelby 
in Hattiesburg. 
Pictured are JCJC 
ROTC students 
(ARMY t-shirt) PFC 
Joseph Barnes, (in 
camouflage, l-r) PFC 
Jarvis Beavers and 
PFC Patrick King; 
SGA officers are (on 
barrel) Jenna Smith 
and (holding rope) 
Molly McCool. Photo 
by Anna Beth Houston 


Art 

from page 1 

a mixture of paintings, drawings and 
ceramic pieces. Ezzell plans to attend USM 
in the fall where she will pursue her goal of 
becoming a professional tattoo artist. 

Ezzell encourages incoming art majors 
to “always keep in mind that the work 
put into the classes greatly influences the 
amount you will benefit.” 

Chip Cooley, an art and English major, 
will present portraits, paintings and 
drawings. Cooley believes that the JCJC 
art department has fully prepared him to 
continue his degree in art at USM as well. 

“The art history classes have been the 
most impactful part of my time at JCJC,” 
said Cooley. “Discussing ancient art and 
the paths it has taken to its contemporary 
state has been especially insightful for me 
and my own work, and the dedication of 
past art masters has driven me to work 
more often.” 

Other sophomores participating in 
the show include Shalanda Keys, Lauren 
DePriest, Katy Mattison, Andrew Adams, 
Shavon Young and Cheyenne Sketo. The 



Art student Chip Cooley points to an oil 
painting he made of his younger brother, 
Jess, that is on display in the Sophomore 
Art Show. Photo by Anna Beth Houston 

gallery is free to the public and is open 
Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and on Fridays from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. The gallery is closed every day from 11 
p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 


LAN 

from page 4 


students, and even people 
who have never attended 
JCJC. Word about the event 
was spread by mouth and 
gamers where enticed 
by the all night event 
that included gaming, 
tournaments, prizes and 
food, all for free. This was 
all made possible by JCJC, 
the JCJC 1ST department 
and also the many local 
sponsors who support the 


computer industry. 

“I try to come here every 
year,” said Clint Tisdale, a 
JCJC sophomore student. 
“We pretty much tripled 
our people from last year.” 

Many games were played 
at the event such Super 
Smash Bros, Call of Duty, 
Minecraft, Skyrim, Titan 
Fall, World of Warcraft, 
League of Legends, 
Halo and many more. 
Tournaments were held 
for Super Smash Bros and 
Call of Duty. In addition, 
throughout the night, 


people who had purchased 
a LAN party shirt were 
entered in a raffle where 
people won prizes such as 
light up gaming keyboards 
and storage devices that 
could hold a terabyte worth 
of data. 

With wires draping off 
tables, huge monitors and 
glowing CPUs (central 
processing units) lined 
up, and the “Guardians of 
the Galaxy” movie playing 
overhead, there was 
limitless entertainment for 
all gamers to enjoy. 



NOW ACCEPTING 

BOBCAT BUCKS IN LAUREL 



1594 Hwy15N, Laurel 

Sun-Thurs lOam-IOpm, Fri-Sat lOam-llpm 

raisingcanes.com 

HALF PRICE 
SUMMER 
TUITION 


JONES COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGE 


ENROLLING 

NOW 

$60 per credit hour 

First Summer Session 
June 1 - June 26 


Second Summer Session 
July 6 - July 30 


Olympics 

from page 1 

State football coaches and 
the Olympic oath. 

The Special Olympics 
provided an array 
of activities for the 
participants. Athletes 


participated in games 
such as volleyball, softball 
toss, soccer and races, 
and awards were 
given upon completing 
a station. Athletes could 
also enjoy a break at the 
concessions or Olympic 
Town where they could 


get a meal and enjoy 
dancing to music. 

Winners of the Area 
17 Special Olympics will 
go on to participate in 
the state summer games, 
which will be held on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
May 8-10. 


601.477.4184 

All students are subject to standard fees 

601.477.4000 (3 6) u www.jcjc.edu 



































